Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Corti* Bennett
There are two other matters I will deal with quite shortly;
one is the motive suggested by the Attorney-General as being the
motive why Major Armstrong should want to murder his wife—
the will. During the war, in January, 1917, Mrs. Armstrong
had made a will; you need not worry for the moment about the
details of it. That will was drawn up, £50 a year left to Major
Armstrong till 1933, then £1100 to Major Armstrong; and, subject
to that payment of that £50 and £100, certain sums left to the
children at certain times. In July, 1920, there came into existence
another will. My friend the Attorney-General, in putting this
so-called motive before you, said this, e< In such a hurry was Major
Armstrong to get that will signed that he did not even wait to get
the witnesses there together/' Such a hurry to get that will
signed—8th July, 1920. What did my learned friend mean by
that? With very great respect, is not that pure imagination?
Where is the evidence that he was in such a hurry? It doesn't
take any longer to call two servants Into the same room; perhaps
it takes rather less time to call two servants into the same room
to get them to sign than to have one in one room and one in the
next. In such a hurry to get the will signed that he doesn't
trouble to get them together. That is the way it was put last
week, that he was trying to get the whole of this property, some
£2300, into his own possession. What is the evidence now? In
1919 at Bath Mrs. Armstrong had said to her sister, '* I don't
think I have left enough to my husband; I am thinking of altering
my will.'* The undoubted suggestion about this was, though it
has not been very definitely put, that this was a mere bogus will.
Bath, 1919—il I don't think I have left quite enough money to
my husband; I am thinking of altering my will." The evidence
as to the signing of the will—what is it? The witness was
treated as hostile, hostile to the prosecution. What she said was
this, " Major Armstrong and Mrs. Armstrong were present
together when I signed this will," and you will remember the
action of Miss Pearce giving evidence. She had the will in front
of her in the box, and ehe said, ** Mrs. Armstrong put her hand
on it, told me where to sign it, and then said, * There is Lily
Candy; she will sign/ " That will was signed by Lily Candy,
Perhaps you did not understand why I put that insurance card
to Lily Candy. I was not suggesting that that was a document,
in the ordinary sense of the word a document; I only put it to
show how easy it is to forget how signings are done. Remember,
this is a long time ago. It is July, 1920, about a matter which
would not attract particular attention. Try and think for a
moment yourselves about some incident which happened in 1920,
and see whether you would like to be called to say exactly in
which room you were talking to a person on a particular, day.
Pretty difficult, isn't it? What happens to that will? It is
proved, and, having been proved, I ought to say in passing per-
fectly openly and properly proved, went through the office in the
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